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It's a brilliant day and we speed
about under a polished blue sky,
waving at fishermen and a gaggle
of surfers waiting for waves off-
shore from Namotu [sland

If you do take the famil
Malolo, T warrant you will find
Tia's Treehouse and the Yanu
Yanu children's club to be first
class. They are graded for four to
seven-vear-olds and eight to 10s,
under-fours can attend with an
older “buddy”. Instead of meraly
covering, say, making sandcastles
and watdhing videos, the program
here s diverse and engaged. | take
a look al pre-teen Jade's thick
activities folder, which is almeost
readvmade for a schoal project
whien she gets home,

Shie has been learning to dent-
ifv tropical fish, coral and
mangrove-dwellers and has had
snorkelling lessons in the orystal-
clear marine reserve in front of the
resort, She knows that a pole pok-
ing oul of the water with a palm
frond on top means the area isa
restricted marine park zone and
has had a tabua ceremony, which
mesns a han on fishing and shell-
fish collecting. Jade hastaken part
in a beach clean-up and knows
that the dastardly Crown-of-
thorns starfish can eat up to 180
times its body area of live coral
ina year.

“Gross,” 18 her succinet verdict

The Yanu Yanu club puts an
emphasis on Fijian culture, with
activities such as painting on tra-
ditioral tapa cloth, learning about
herbal medicine and husking
coconuts, and a visit to the local
Yaro village primary school. One
morning a group of juniors is on
the beach being taught about lovo
cooking. Cne of the club supervi-
sors has dug a pitin the sand and is
explaining the below-ground
method of cooking.

Dhar food is :iefhﬂl;eb' not DIY
bt defily handled at lonchtime at

Hefurbished bure al Maloslo

the casual Beach Bar by a group of
short-order cooks who also rustle
up giddy cocktails with names
such as [sland Affair and Malolo
Birass Monkey (half-price during
the sunsel happy hour when
torches are lit along the beach),
There are good pizeas, sand-
wiches, Indo-Fijian curry wraps,
salads, pasta and old-fashioned
fish and chips. Kids have plenty of
cholee on their own menus for
4F16 a head (infants’ meal plan
is $F1l a day), there's even a
Vegemite and cheese roll and
mini-pizzas among the minnow
sized offerings.

At the main Terrace restaurant,
there are pasta, barbecue and sea-
food nights and breaklast is a bul-
fiak, but there's also an emphasis on
gourmet food that one doesn’t
flways expect, or indeed get, at a
family resort. Hope's menus run
from Japanese noodle salads, spicy
laksas and Thai-spiced water-
medon soup lo goat ssuteed in peri
peri sauce, blackened mahi mahi
fish and seafood cooked paella-
style in fragrant coconut rice.

On the mist-try Hst. put Kash-
miri wagyu beefl with pineapple,
green papava mango and uden
noodles and a vegetarian risotto of
goal's cheese, rockel, lomaloes,
olives and loads of lemon,

Considering the very favour
able exchange rate since the
devaluation of Fiji's dollar, even
indulgent slipper lobster and crab
dishes work oul at the equivalent
of aboul $30, and wines by the

glass are almost all less than $10,
Flji Bitter is the mainstay for beer-
fanciers but we try the newish
Vonu Pure Lager with a turtle
painted on the bottle, it's a local
handerafted dravght that Tooks set
Lo be a kit with Australian visitors

At the resorl’s garden-set
Leilani’s Spa — named for ane of
Abnira Resorts” owner Tomy Whit-
ton's daughters — there's 4 menu
of mini-pamperings for little
princesses but, quite frankly, they
ean jioin Lhe ques behind me,

All puests are offered a
15-minute complimentary foot
massage “with invigorating coco-
nut exfoliation™ and it's a brilliant
way lo get guests to try the spa,
even hoofy blokes who would
ordinarily find even a massage Lo
be oo pansy-like bul might like
theldeaof invigoration,

The spa has a trio of treatment
rooms open on one side to face a
hillside smothered in ficus trees,
palms and flowerng vines.

It's delightfully simple and
organic, with expert therapists
Etta and Siteri administering
treatments with names such as
Bliss and Sugar Body Glow while
tiny orange-hreasted honeyealors
and eollared lory parrots dart
aboul the old trees

There are plenly of activities on
offer here, or vou could just spread
out in a hammock hoisted
between helpfully positioned
palms and read the Mafelo Sun
Journal for details of fishing for
trevally or tuna and walking hilly
trails. One afternoon, | notice a
nanny holding two babies in a
double hammock, gently rocking
them ta aleep, presumably while
their parents nap indoors

Who wouldn't be into this
arrangement, with childcare al a
low 8F8 anhour?

1t has (o be acknowledged that
Fiji has cycles of political unrest
andis prone tocyclones.

Commodore Frank Bainimara-
ma's stringent military censorship

af the media and newly drafted
decrae on foreign ownership of
press has not helped Fiji's move
towards democracy, Last year, ina
controversial move, the executive
committee of the Australtan
Society of Travel Writers declined
to take up an expression of interest
from the Fijian government Lo
hold its 2010 anrual general mest-
ing in Nadi. Many socety mem-
bers continue le accept hosted
trips there however, and visitor
arrivals from our markel are up
25.5 per cent over 2000 figures for
thie first three months of this vear.

Despite what is thrown at this
isdand nation, Australians love its
people and s down-home hospl-
tality. Please count me among its
biggest fans.

Susan Kurosowa was a guest of
V Australia and Ahura Resorts,

Checklist

WV Australia offers direct, daily
{exduding Wednesdays) full
service flights from Sydney to
Nadi on its new Boeing

TI-300ER aircraft, Ihe three-
£lass cabin incorporates
International Busines,

Intertiat ional Premium Economy
and Intermatsonal Economy.
Diirect flights to Nadi are also
available from Brisbame,
Melbourne and Adelaide on
Pacific Blue. More
vaustraligcomau,
fivpacifiblvecom
Malolois 25km west of Nadi
airport and accessible by seaplane.
private speedboat charter or
thrice-daily scheduled catamaran
services from Port Denarau (20
minutes by taxi or transfer from
MNadi airport). The resort has
regular specials that include free
mils for kids and resort dollars
for families bo exchange for
activities and/or meals. There are
also deals contbining Malolo with
its duxoury sibling Likuliku Lagoon
Resort. More: malololisland comy,
ahuraresoris com



